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Small Group Discussion Guide – January 2nd, 2011
Week 12 - “The Removal of Wrath Replaced by Truth”

Passage: John 3:22-36 (ESV)

“…[36] Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” (John 3:36 ESV)
GETTING STARTED

Take some time to pray together before you get into the study – maybe ask someone who hasn’t prayed if they will lead in prayer. You may want to spend a little more time taking prayer request and allowing people to share what is going on in their life. Keep a journal of the requests AND the way that God is answering prayers in your group. Be sure to share these each week. 

UNPACKING THE MESSAGE

Jesus was now deep into His earthly ministry of healing people, preaching the way to God, and baptizing people as the repented. You can imagine how John the Baptist followers must have felt when they saw Jesus’ growing popularity and John’s decreasing role. However, it was prophesied long before that a forerunner would come to prepare the way for Christ, and then fade into the background as Christ took center stage. In this week’s message we talked about how we must “Decrease so God can increase” in our lives. We do this ultimately be submitting ourselves to the Lordship of Christ – this means we allow His rule and reign to be the guiding force for everything we do. This is much easier said than done. Today we’re going to talk more about what Christ’s Lordship in our lives looks like. Before we dive into the questions, was there anything along this topic or within the message that stood out to you? 

DISCUSSING THE TRUTH

How would you summarize what was happening from God’s perspective in this passage – specifically in verse 22-26 – in the storyline of Christ’s earthly ministry? 

What do you think Christ’s Lordship looks like when it is fully played out in someone’s life? 
Why does Christ deserve to be treated as “Lord” according to this week’s passage? 
What does it mean in verse 33 of chapter three when it says, “Whoever receives his testimony sets a seal to this, that God is true?” How does this play out in our lives?
This passage seems to imply that we must trust God with our lives in verse 36, and if we don’t ‘the wrath of God remains in us.’ What does this mean as it relates to salvation? How about past salvation?

APPLYING IT TO LIFE

Submitting to Christ all the time in all areas of life is hard. Yet, there is no one else who deserves our trust more than Christ. As a small group (or family) we’ve been together for sometime now and are getting to know each other pretty well; while our trust in each other is still building, we all have a central place of trust, and that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Let’s take a few moments and share areas where we can pray for each other and help each other trust Christ more in our lives. If you are willing, please answer this question for the group – In what area of your life do you need to trust Christ more and how can we help, in addition to praying for you?
CLOSE IN PRAYER

MEMORY VERSE

“Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true.” John 3:33 (ESV)
