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PRAYER and INTRODUCTION: 
Attn: Story of young Christian martyred in North Korea (A-1)
Theme: What do we do with Christ? The Lordship of Christ.
Relv: Josh McDowell – Lord, Lunatic or Liar? Where are you going to put him. 
Sum of Series: John is portraying Jesus as God; here he is making sure we see him as lord
Struct: 3 parts to today’s passage: First controversy, then Christ at Core, then call to trust

THE SOURCE OF TRUTH IS CONTROVERSIAL (22-26).
[22] AFTER THIS JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES WENT INTO THE JUDEAN COUNTRYSIDE, AND HE REMAINED THERE WITH THEM AND WAS BAPTIZING. 
· Jesus began to develop His disciples. It was during this early ministry we find an unhurried period of time. Jesus spent quality time with the twelve. They are getting to know each other. They were learning that their present work and their preparation for future work was strengthened by quality time spent at the feet of the Master. 
· It was not in a classroom that they learned. There was not a highly structured program. To be the Lord’s disciple simply meant this—To be with Him. 
· APP: You spent time with Him. Journals available today.

[23] JOHN ALSO WAS BAPTIZING AT AENON NEAR SALIM, BECAUSE WATER WAS PLENTIFUL THERE, AND PEOPLE WERE COMING AND BEING BAPTIZED [24] (FOR JOHN HAD NOT YET BEEN PUT IN PRISON). 
· Two groups doing the same thing: John the B and his followers were spreading the message of repentance and baptizing those that believed. Jesus and His followers were proclaiming the same message and were also baptizing for the same reason.

[25] NOW A DISCUSSION AROSE BETWEEN SOME OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES AND A JEW OVER PURIFICATION.
· We really don’t have any specific idea what the argument was really about, but we do know this: there were ceremonial washings that were done on a daily basis, and some considered them superior, especially a group called the Essenes with whom John the B probably had been associated before. It seems that has the conversation deepens; it gravitates to a comparison between the baptisms of John and Jesus.
· And a dispute probably arose about the inferiority of John’s baptisms to Jesus. After all, Jesus was gaining popularity. More people were coming to Him. Less people were now coming to John. Why should John even bother?

[26] AND THEY CAME TO JOHN AND SAID TO HIM, “RABBI, HE WHO WAS WITH YOU ACROSS THE JORDAN, TO WHOM YOU BORE WITNESS—LOOK, HE IS BAPTIZING, AND ALL ARE GOING TO HIM.”
John the Baptist’s disciples were jealous of Jesus’ initial popularity.
· The disciples of John the B were not going to have John mistreated. They come to John and say, “Hey, they are all going to him. We have got to stop this!” These disciples believe that John has been generous in bearing witness to Jesus.
· But they have now found it intolerable that Jesus should act independently, and gather more disciples than His illustrious predecessor. 
· Jesus had become too controversial. They began to see Jesus as their competition.

JEALOUSY TAKES OUR EYES OFF OF CHRIST ON TO OURSELVES.
· ILL: The Shopkeepers struggle with Jealousy (A-1) - Jealousy is dangerous. 
· Jealousy affects us as well in the church and Christ followers as well. We must discipline ourselves, just as the disciples of John the Baptist, and see Jesus as the only one to exalt and we are to remember that we are on the same team. John got this!
Peter T. Forsythe was right when he said, "The first duty of every soul is to find not its freedom but its Master"[endnoteRef:-1] [-1:  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Integrity Crisis, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1991, p. 22.] 

THE SOURCE OF TRUTH IS CHRIST (27-30)
 [27] JOHN ANSWERED, “A PERSON CANNOT RECEIVE EVEN ONE THING UNLESS IT IS GIVEN HIM FROM HEAVEN. For John B the success of JC is the culmination of his min.

[28] YOU YOURSELVES BEAR ME WITNESS, THAT I SAID, ‘I AM NOT THE CHRIST, BUT I HAVE BEEN SENT BEFORE HIM.’ (Alludes to Malachi 3:1) 
· John the Baptist had testified clearly that he was not the Messiah, Jesus was. His God-given ministry was to introduce the Messiah, not be the Messiah. John came with the authority to introduce Christ, but not take the glory away from Him.
· But all along, John the Baptist sees the hand of the Father in everything. So for him, Jesus’ success was the most natural thing in the world.

[29] THE ONE WHO HAS THE BRIDE IS THE BRIDEGROOM. THE FRIEND OF THE BRIDEGROOM, WHO STANDS AND HEARS HIM, REJOICES GREATLY AT THE BRIDEGROOM'S VOICE. THEREFORE THIS JOY OF MINE IS NOW COMPLETE. 
· John was the “best man” at the wedding, not the bridegroom. He was what was known as the “shoshben.” We would call him the best man today. The shoshben had a prominent place in a Jewish wedding. He was the liaison between the bride and the bridegroom. He was instrumental in the arranging of the wedding and the inviting people to the wedding. He brought the bride and the bridegroom together and guarded the bridal chamber making sure no others came in. Once his jobs were done, he willingly and graciously fades from the picture. He had a prominent place, but he was not center stage. So John the B sees himself in this role.
· So the news John’s disciples brought to him was not bad news. It was good news! Jesus was succeeding! He is supposed to. He is the Messiah. And as a result…

[30] HE MUST INCREASE, BUT I MUST DECREASE.” – Telescope vs. Microscope
· He was to take a subservient position to Jesus. Jesus must be preeminent. John must fade. Must…It is never the part of the servant to displace the Master.
· And from John we hear no tinge of jealousy, insecurity, or bitterness. John understood that his ministry, his moment in the spotlight, and his declining popularity, were all a part of God’s sovereign plan and purpose. This is why Jesus would say of him Matthew 11:11, “Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist…”
· APP: We are not to lose sight of our own servant status. When we start to think of our own position and pleasure, we are going to have our priorities all mixed up. Instead, we need to have the same priorities of the Baptist who wholeheartedly accepted God’s plan, God’s progress, and God’s purposes.
· ILL: As William Carey lay dying, he turned to a friend and said, “When I am gone, don’t talk about William Carey; talk about William Carey’s Savior. I desire that Christ alone might be magnified.” APP: May we have such focus as well…

THE SOURCE OF TRUTH IS ABOVE ALL  (31-35 - These are apostle John’s wrds)
[31] HE WHO COMES FROM ABOVE IS ABOVE ALL. HE WHO IS OF THE EARTH BELONGS TO THE EARTH AND SPEAKS IN AN EARTHLY WAY. HE WHO COMES FROM HEAVEN IS ABOVE ALL. 
· Jesus finds His source in heaven (John 1:1). As Hebrews says in 1:1-3, “… in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.”

[32] HE BEARS WITNESS TO WHAT HE HAS SEEN AND HEARD, YET NO ONE RECEIVES HIS TESTIMONY. [33] WHOEVER RECEIVES HIS TESTIMONY SETS HIS SEAL TO THIS, THAT GOD IS TRUE. [34] FOR HE WHOM GOD HAS SENT UTTERS THE WORDS OF GOD, FOR HE GIVES THE SPIRIT WITHOUT MEASURE. 
· Jesus came to speak God’s words: No matter how hard, Jesus speaks the truth. And we must either accept it or reject it. If we accept it, then we recognize that…
· He speaks as God. He speaks the truth, for truth is rooted in His divine nature.
[35] THE FATHER LOVES THE SON AND HAS GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HAND. 
· Jesus rules over all and God and Creator: There is a mutual love of the Father and Son, a perfect unity in love. B/c JC is one with God has authority over all things. 
· Jesus rules over all as the Lord! Our destiny in His hands
· “Jesus Christ is not valued at all until He is valued above all.” - Augustine

TRUTH REPLACES THE WRATH WE DESERVE  
[36] WHOEVER BELIEVES IN THE SON HAS ETERNAL LIFE; WHOEVER DOES NOT OBEY THE SON SHALL NOT SEE LIFE, BUT THE WRATH OF GOD REMAINS ON HIM. 

Eternal life with Christ means daily fight with sin: "The distinguishing mark of saving faith is not perfection. The mark of faith is not that I never sin...The mark of faith is that I fight. I fight anything that dims my sight of Jesus as my glorious Savior. I fight anything that diminishes the fullness of the lordship of Jesus in my life. I fight anything that threatens to replace Jesus as the supreme Treasure of my life. Anything that stands between me and receiving Jesus is what faith fights—not with fists or knives or guns or bombs, but with the truth of Christ." – John Piper

The final phrase is a call to repent and reorganize priorities: are you going to see life through Faith in Christ, or are you going to have the wrath of God upon you? 
· Reorganized priorities demands a shift in your perspective: 
Which Disturbs You Most?
1. A soul lost in Hell...or a scratch on your new car?
2. Your missing the worship service...or missing a day's work?
3. A sermon ten minutes long ... or lunch a half hour late?
4. The church's not growing ... or the garden not growing?
5. Your Bible being unopened ... or your newspaper not read?
6. Your children being late for school ... or late for Sunday school?
7. The offerings decreasing ... or your income decreasing?
8. Your church work being neglected ... or your housework being neglected?
9. Missing a good Bible lesson ... or missing a favorite T.V. program?
(written by C.F. Banner)

Closing Challenge: JESUS IS WORTH TRUSTING (36).
· Trust Jesus…yes, He is controversial and He is supposed to be—for He is not only the dividing line of history, He is the dividing line for those who will believe.
· Trust Jesus…for He is the fulfillment of history—He is the Promised One, the Anointed One, the Son of God, the With-Us God—the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
· Trust Jesus…for He is Lord—King of kings and Lord of lords who loves you more than you can ever know; whatever you are facing today—He is worth trusting.




APPENDIX: 

A-1 – Story of the people martyred in North Korea 
The young brown-eyed girl looked up at her mother. What would she decide?

Earlier that morning, the young girl's mother, their pastor, and twenty-six others in her North Korean village of GokSan were bound and taken before a screaming crowd of Communists.

One of the guards ordered Pastor Kim and the other Christians, "Deny Christ, or you will die." The words chilled her. How could they ask her to deny Jesus? She knew in her heart he was real. They all quietly refused.

Then the Communist guard shouted directly at the adult Christians, "Deny Christ, or we will hang your children." The young girl looked up at her mother. She gripped her and knowing how much her mom loved her. her mother then leaned down. With confidence and peace she whispered, "Today, my love, I will see you in heaven."

All of the children were hanged.

The remaining believers were then brought out onto the pavement and forced to lie down in front of a huge steamroller. The Communists gave them one last chance. "Deny this Jesus or you will be crushed." The Christians had already given up their children; there was no turning back.

As the driver started the heavy piece of equipment, the singing from the villagers started softly. "More love, O Christ, to thee, more love to thee." 



A-2, The Shopkeeper and His Jealousy
Two shopkeepers were bitter rivals. Their stores were directly across the street from each other, and they would spend each day keeping track of each other’s business. If one got a customer, he would smile in triumph at his rival.

One night an angel appeared to one of the shopkeepers in a dream and said, "I will give you anything you ask, but whatever you receive, your competitor will receive twice as much. Would you be rich? You can be very rich, but he will be twice as wealthy. Do you wish to live a long and healthy life? You can, but his life will be longer and healthier. What is your desire?"

The man frowned, thought for a moment, and then said, "Here is my request: Strike me blind in one eye!"
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