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OSPEL OF JOHN: MXRKS OF A RADICAL WITNESS: Lessons from John the Baptizer

11.21.10  Creckside Jn 1:19-34 35 Min
INTRODUCTION:

Attn: My time in Ohio, then into Ryan and Emir — Emphasize Ryan’s £a85ion to share JC
Theme: We've looked at Who Chrtist is, now let’s look at a man whoicou!d help bt pteach

Relev: All have a decision today — do we see JC as Lamb? Not an option to witness if so.

Know who you are, why u exist, what to proclaim

SUMMARY OF THE SERIES: John 1:1-18 explained who Christ is: Word, Light, Tent.
Struct: John the Baptizer was a man we has been mentioned hut now expanded on...

W1 e underskand Who e Wag iz |oo|u.¢cj at Pf(ju

BACKGROIUND ON JOHN THE BAPTIZER
*  John had remarkable patents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, both of the tribe of Levi
*  Zechariah was a high priest had would serve the offeting of incense, considered
one of the highest priestly duties. One day while doing this great joy filled his heart,
*  Gabriel visited him, it had been mote than 400 heats since last angelic appearance
®  The records reveal that b/c Zechariah did not believe Gabriel’s wotds, he was
made unable to speak. A stunned man left the temple that day, but couldn’t talk.
¢ During the 5% mo of Elizabeth’s pregnancy when Gabriel appeared to Marty
¢ In Luke we read Zechariah’s voice being given back to him and the benedictns
that he said about what John would be doing in {176\ go and read, dramatize.
*  He was a Nazarite from the time he was born: he never cut his hair, never touched
Erosiopora a dead body, and never drank the fruit of the vine. He lived a pure and
‘i‘*“"‘l 'Dﬁ:& uncontaminated life. He was filled with the Holy Spirit since before his birth.
.J;;o “\‘:" ¢ In John 1, ] the B had been preaching Repent for 1 yr and caused great confusion.
A GREAT, PROTRUDING ROOT (BY JOHN PIPER) ~ pewr "3 —
*  John the Baptist appeats at the beginning of John’s Gospel (& other Gospels),
then falls to the background because he is a bridge between the OT and NT.
*  He is prominent at the beginning of the Gospel because he is part of the roots
of the Gospel. Roots of Jesus go to eternity (Jn 1:1); ] the B’s roots go to OT.
\ A John is like one of those great tree roots that protrude above the ground a few
“jr‘;g;{dw feet out from the trunk of the tree. But is saying, “look up at the treel It is gteater]”
;o\\ﬁ o !esus doesn’t appear on the scene of history without historical preparation.
G \Af\ﬁ‘“ God had been at work in Israel for 2000 yeats, and even before that, putting in
CaneVfy’ place a histotical backdrop that would make Jesus’ life and ministry more intelligible.
¢ \inwt Wi John the Baptist is a root partly under ground in the OT and pattly exposed in
the NT. He has a foot in both wotlds—a prophet something like Elijah (but not
Elijah reincarnate, 1:21) and voice crying that the long-expected Messiah has come.

MARK #1: KNOW WHO YOU ARE (vv. 19-23)

One of oses of John the Baptist’s ministry is to make sure he is not confused with
us—and to tmake sure that Jesus is seen as utterly amazing. John got a“running statt.i

werses6=8and ver

15, but now in verses 1%and following: displays 3 marks of a witness.

@9], And this'is thg te}:.s}imoxlx of Jphn_, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from'
Jetusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” My friend Scott — “Why are you alive?

[20] He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” [21] '
bt

And they asked him, *What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”” “Are you,
the Prophet?” And he answeted, “No.”,
*  Notice that the word ‘Confessed’ is used 2x to be clear, “he was not the Chtist|” 4
"¢ Then they asked him, ate you Elijah? Fair Q b/c he looked like Elijah. wi’f :,-“
(¢ Then when asked, are you a prophet he said, “No!” — No Nol Not M ﬁ
Cvnzy -H/lu‘rdfhw ' F apn nol- dnn;\-f h Ay idd’t enenack \‘\L
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°  What huivility! He could have taken ctedit, but he Hidn’t. Matt 11:11 says that J

the B was ‘the greatest of men to ever live. R@} 1?_1’){% :%%lbmrgglv ‘C‘g‘ s%‘ o—
[22] So they said to him, “Who ate you? We fieed to give an answer to these who 0t \
gent us, What do you say about yourself?” [23] He said, “I am the voice of one !
crying out in the @ildernessy‘Make straight the way of the Lotrd,’ as the prophet! g
Isaiah said” = — yo Lnew Who He Was & Why e wae alve.
*  He reached back 700 yeat prior to Is, 40:3-5 (read), “I am just a voice...” He was

not the substance of God’s message (the Word), he was just the communicator of it.
e In Isaiah “the LORD? (all caps in the ESV) refers to Yahweh, Jchovah, the God

who is the Creator and Ruler of the wotld, and Covenant God of Istael. oomx.a
°  Now John the Baptist is saying that he is that voice ctying in the wilderness,

and the Lotd whose way he is prepating is Jesus Christ. The man coming after me is

more than anyone ever dreamed, He is the God of the OT, and now he is man as well
*  Know who you ate — and know why you exist: My Obituary written in 2007

MARK #2: KNOW WHY YOU EXIST (vv. 24-28) _

[24] (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) [25] They asked him, “Then

why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

*  If thete was ever a man who had the temptation to exalt himself, it was he.

*  In Luke 3:30 he said, “He must become greater; I must become less.” - A ‘o (¥ 1
i never obtrudes himself int i £ the one whom he is witnessing. £4¢h 4 cQ:.!

¢ Paul set this truth down for all time in 2 Cor4:5; “For we do not preach outaelvégimz,(

but Jesus Christ as Lotd.” The setvant of Christ does not promote himself, but JCl Atk v,
SO vdne
[26] John answeted them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do N

got know, [27] even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not

wotthy to untie. > Tarencs doesnt oy Hhe vawk [ Yo e Vﬁh\'%ﬂ,!

°  Again he moved theg?phasi—s_f)_ff_ of himself and tutred the conversation to JC

* Jesus Is Superior — They ask why te is baptizing, and he answers simply by saying
the one I am preparing for is so supetior to me that I am not worthy to untie his
sandals. My baptizing is not about we. It's about Jesus, and he is infinitely superior to nie.

o esus is so infinitely supetior to him that John isn’t worthy to untie his sandals. .
e Dg\\w e e n!’i’\‘xygb or tetfle | Ue,Ja Wk s ?’a \?;ur \u.\ged Mvenpne

[28] These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was
ibaptizing. — Some Scholats believe this is whete Joshua lead ppl actoss Jrdn to prms land

Beliaburin' - udqos .24
MARK #3: KNOW WHAT YOU PROCLAIM (VVv. 29-34)
[29] The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! [30] This is he of whom I said, ‘After
‘me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’
¢ In one sentence we have the essence of the Christian message — Lamb of God

Agnus Dei Picture — Understand the power of the Law being fulfilled. Lev 4.
?’%3 Fanc. 4o £ Vvaran (0% -lkdo)
1-34 (go Hhete and read), The Baptism of Jesus

Jesus Ranks Before - Verse 30 repeats verse 15: “This is he of whom I said, ‘after

me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.”” The point is that

John is emphasizing Jesus’ rank. He is absolutely befote John. Jesus is from eternity.

°  John wants to undetline what it takes for Jesus to be “the Lamb of God:”

o No otdinaty human being can be “the Lamb of God that takes away the sin
of the wotld” — el ! Theve, 1 Nothine ) % cando bo conwe, \ldﬁ%\\-h

O Jesus is the Lotd God of Isaiah 40:5. Story of Ben Pascut

Conclusion: Know who you are, why you exist, what to proclaim — This week!
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